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to be worshipped in the form of a gold-covered Bull.
In both places it was the practice to consign the eldest
son alive to the flames before the god, and a band of
w?omen used to live in both the temples, within the very
precincts of which they used to lead most immoral lives
and their earnings were utilised for temple expenditure.
In course of time there appeared among the Jews a
class of men who used to invoke the presence of deities in
their person by means of music or dance. They were
called Prophets. Many of these, through association with
the Persians, set themselves against image-worship, sacri-
fice of sons, immorality, prostitution,, and such other
practices. By degrees, circumcision took the place of
human sacrifice ; and prostitution and image-worship etc.
gradually disappeared. In course of time from among
these Prophets Christianity had its rise.
There is a great dispute as to whether there ever was
born a man with the name of Jesus. Of the four books
comprising the New Testament, the Book of St. John has
been rejected by some as spurious. As to the remaining
three, the verdict is that they have been copied from
some ancient book; and that, too, long after the date
ascribed to Jesus Christ.
Moreover, about the time that Jesus is believed to
have been born among the Jews themselves, there were
born two historians, Josephus and Philo. They have men-
tioned even petty sects among the Jews, but not made the
least reference to Jesus or the Christians, or that the
Roman Judge sentenced him to death on the cross.
Josephus' book had a single line about it, which has now
been proved to be an interpolation. The Romans used
to rule over the Jews at that time, and the Greeks taught
all sciences and arts. They have all written a good many
things about the Jews, but made no mention of either Jesus
or the Christians.
Another difficulty is  that  the  sayings,  precepts, or